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For Moynihan, a Search
 For the Middle Ground

ByJANE PERLEZ
Specitl 1o The New York Timmes ;

WASHINGTON, April 11 — Senator Early last week, at Mr. Schmitt’s re-
Dapje] Patrick i ice_chair- | quest, statf members on the committee
man_of_the_Intelligence Committee, | who monitor the operation were
5aid today that he had tried to position | briefed by a senior official of the Ceml
MimSEll in 1he PoliGeaT cenfer on the | tral Intelligence ency on the scope o
qlestionof aid to N%guan rebels. [the mining in Nicl:‘;'aguan waters.

But the New York mocrat, Wwhore-| Mr, Schmitt said he had asked for the
cently wrote a book on the need for in- fuller briefing atter a Soviet tanker:
tematiolx;a.l law in the conduct of for; struck a mine.
eign policy, appears, after reports o : -
American involvement in the ml;:ing of| C.LA.Aide Answered Questions
Nicaraguan waters, to be finding the| TheC.].A. official answered all ques-
middle increasingly uncomfortable. 57 PUT 0 Himd by (he committee staff -

“I've not been an enthusiast for cov- | prr- Schmitt sayd, and afterward a
ertaid,” Mr. Moynihan said in an inter- | memorandurm was written on the brief-
View in his Senate office. ““I have not ing for circulation to members of the
been the point man. My concern has to committee. ' : .
be that if it’s going to be done —and 2| M. Schmitt said the briefing by the
majority has always existed — that it | senijor official had made him tully
be a defined, legal and limited pro-|gware of the extent of American in-
gram. I've worked very hard and feel volvement. But, because of the
betrayed.” ) “crunch of time” during the debate,

Mr. Moynihan said be was aware |jr. Moynihan's priority last week to
only after voting for the $21 million aid get the Administration to define the
program last Thursday of the scope of goals of the aid program and the “mas-
American involvement in the mining. sjve effort to keep the public record

‘It Didn*t Sink In, Obviously’ straight,” the memorandum was hap-
_ On Tuesday Mr. Moynihan said it |hazardly circulated, be said. ;
1was “‘possible that there was a refer.| Mr. Moynihan did not see the memo- _
ience to this in one of our briefings.” | randum but “‘got a quick brief before
: The Sepator said his senior aide on the | the vote” from Mr. Schmitt, the aide
Intelligence Committee, Gary Schmitt, | said. . ;
‘‘seems 10 remember it.”” Mr. Moyni- ; ; i
bapsaid, “It didn't sink in, obviously.” | o1 raiien wi0 premen oo ing 07 the

o the interview today, the Senator | fioor. Mr. Moynthan, swben aked Lo
said that during a briefing with the | sp,e mining of the Nicaraguan ports
;commitiee Tuesday, William J - Casey, | couared with an adherence to interna.

the Director of Central Intelligence, | fiona) law, said: “I don’t know that jt
pointed to two pieces of testimony last | goes square. I don’t know that it does-
month when he referred to the mining. n't. 1 do not think that this is an easy
, wppe Sepator added that the Word | thino ™ He said he had ackod for alegal
- mining” had been used in the commit- | oninion on the question from Deputy
Go.In connection with the contras, the | Secretary of State Kenneth W Do
United States-backed Nicar . ,
rebels. *“The contras had beeri doing a| Asked if he still supported the aid
certdin amount of sporadic harass- | program that he helped define and
ment of barbors, which we knew | voted for Jast week, Mr. Moynihan said
about,” be said. “‘But nothing of the|today, “I'm sitting here wondering
order of Arerican vessels offshore.” | what is really going on.”
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